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Introduction 
 Myanmar has started a news cycle in recent months. On February 1, 2021, military 
groups led by General Min Aung Hlaing administered a coup d’état, overthrowing the National 
League of  Democracy (NLD) from power. 
This incident, which occurred the day before 
Parliament was set to invest newly elected 
members, brought the administration to a 
stop. Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win 
Myint, and their ministers were imprisoned 
and awaiting prosecution. The General 
issued a series of  instructions, which include 
enforcing an online blackout and instituting a 
broad curfew, which prompted voters to 
mount civil resistance to the coup. Countless people have flocked to the streets to oppose the 
unexpected change in administration, causing widespread takeover and making it difficult for the 
military to manage the country. Peaceful protests turned violent and acts of  civil disobedience 
have grown in number over time, leading to the military’s use of  lethal force against protestors. 
Furthermore, over 800 people have died with countless more being injured or displaced. The 
protests in Myanmar against the military coup d’état show the necessity for change in the 
country and the goal of  achieving effective governance that represents all Myanmar residents 
and refugees. 
 
 
History 

The first military rule began in 1958 and direct military rule started when Ne Win seized 
power through a coup d’état in 1962. Burma became a military dictatorship under the Burma 
Socialist Programme Party which lasted for twenty-six years, under the claim to save the country 
from breakdown. During this period there were some democratic landscapes in the form of  giving 
rights to the citizen to elect and to stand for election. In 1958, the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom 
League (AFPFL) threatened to provoke a coup by field officers. In order to settle the situation U 
Nu, the first Prime Minister of  Independent Myanmar, invited the military to form a caretaker 
government. U Nu’s party formed a civilian government after the election of  1960. They could 
not solve and improve the situation.  But rather threatened the national integration of  the country, 
which led to the coup d’état on March 2, 1962, under General Ne Win. The Coup d’état led to the 
end of  the democratic form of  government and the beginning of  direct military rule in Myanmar 
up to 1974. 1962 to 1974 was the period of  direct military rule and Constitutional Dictatorship 
phase from 1974 to 1988. 

Military Government Taking Over 
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Background 
 This political war could also be traced back to Myanmar's independence from the United 
Kingdom in 1948, which is known as Burma. The republic formed was demolished over a decade 
later when Military General U Ne Win conducted a flourishing coup and stayed in power for the 
next twenty-six years. General Ne Win's leadership resulted in intensive corruption, inflicting the 
economy to collapse. In 1988, the military put down student-led protests because of  supply 
shortages, leading to thousands of  deaths and displacements. These protests were dubbed the 
1988 insurrection when a series of  actual demonstrations on August 8, 1988, drew tens of  
thousands of  individuals to stage nationwide strikes across the country. Following the revolt, 
necessary figure Aung San Suu Kyi rose to prominence within the country, serving to find the 
National League for Democracy (NLD) that contributes mainly to the development of  national 
peace and stability. The protests contradict the military’s narrative, allowing them to gain power 
legally over the last few decades. The situation will be significantly supported by international 
assistance and a coordinated reaction. Recent events have demonstrated hope for the country’s 
future and the need for a better and more just future for all. 
 
 
Problems Raised 
Flawed 2020 Elections 
           The constitution of Myanmar assigns 25% of seats in both the upper and lower legislatures 
to military appointees. To constitute the majority in parliament, non-military parties must win two-
thirds of the remaining seats but, military parties only need to win about one-third of the seats to 
achieve an effective majority. It gives a great advantage to the military-affiliated parties to control 
the constitute.  
           During the period running up to the election, the Union Election Commission (UEC) 
allowed parties to broadcast 15-minute campaign messages on state-owned television and radio 
stations. All political broadcasts were subject to pre-approval by the UEC, which imposed 
extremely wide and ambiguous restrictions on what they might say in contravention of 
international standards for free speech protection. Out of 16 parties, six parties canceled their 
broadcasts entirely after the UEC restricted portions of their talks. The UEC canceled voting in 
sections of Chin, Kachin, Karen, Mon, Rakhine, and Shan states, but provided no precise reasons 
as to why certain areas were affected.  
 
Freedom of Expression 
 Myanmar authorities continue to 
arrest, jail, and punish human rights 
defenders, activists, journalists, and ordinary 
citizens for criticizing the government or 
military or participating in peaceful protests 
under overly broad and vaguely defined 
legislation.  
 The administration has taken a 
particular interest in media coverage of Myanmar Citizens Protesting 



MUNiSC	XIV	Security	Council	

©	MUNiSC	

events in Rakhine State. Authorities charged Nay Myo Lin, the editor in chief of the Mandalay-
based Voice of Myanmar, interviewed an official from the non-state armed group Arakan Army 
on March 23 under Myanmar’s too broad counterterrorism statue. Nay Myo Lin’s charges were 
eventually withdrawn.  
 The government used the expansive language of the Telecommunications law to order 
the shutdown of several websites, including DMG and Narinjara News, the only two ethic Rakhine 
news organizations. Officials from the government justified the blockades by citing “false news” 
and national security concerns. On August 27, the government ordered internet service providers 
to restrict Justice for Myanmar’s website, a group of activists dedicated to exposing military 
corruption and rights violations.  
 Myanmar’s multiple criminal defamation provisions are still used by the government, 
political parties, military, and private citizens to control expression. While the government updated 
the State Protecting the Privacy and Security of Citizens to prevent third-party complaints, the law, 
the Telecommunications Law’s criminal defamation provisions, and the penal code continue to be 
used against opponents.  
 
Escalating Conflict in Ethnic Areas 
 In the intensifying combat between the ethnic Arakan Army and the Myanmar military 
in Rakhine and Chin States, civilians have suffered the most. According to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, approximately 500 civilians were murdered in the 
fighting in 2020. In July, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of  Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) projected that fighting 
had displaced up to 81,637 people. 
However, local humanitarian organizations 
believe that 220,000 people, mostly ethnic 
Rakhine, have been displaced as a result of  
the violence. According to United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Michelle Bachelet, civilians have been hurt 
in indiscriminate strikes, and some have 
been purposefully targeted, including 
through enforced disappearances and 
extrajudicial killings. The fighting caused severe food shortages in at least 200 villages in Chin 
State.  
 Many people in the Shan and Kachin states in northern Myanmar are facing a 
humanitarian crisis. According to a coalition of  non-governmental organizations, warfare in 
northern Shan State killed at least 48 civilians between February and August. Myanmar military 
clashed with the Kachin Independence Army in Muse in September, forcing internally displaced 
people to escape. In southern Shan State, Myanmar troops battled with the Shan State Army in 
October, displacing about 4,500 people. Women and girls are also prone to being led to China 
under false promises and sold as “brides” in both states, where conflict and economic desperation 
have rendered then vulnerable. Between January and September, the Myanmar Anti-Human 
Trafficking Police Force reported 94 cases of  trafficking involving 140 victims, 68 of  which were 
cases of  trafficking into China for forced marriage.  
 Although authorities are correct in disclosing the number of  cases, many more are likely 
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to go unreported since the Myanmar government continues to fail to prevent trafficking retrieve 
victims, prosecute perpetrators, and support survivors. At the time of  writing, the Prevention of  
Violence Against Women Law, which had been criticized for falling well short of  international 
norms, was still pending parliamentary approval.  
 
 
The Stances of  the P5 Nations 
United States of  America 
 The United States has been outspoken in its opposition to the military takeover, with Vice 
president Joe Biden issuing a statement criticizing the action. In addition, the US slapped sanctions 
against ten military leaders and three companies shortly after the coup d’état. The US has imposed 
sanctions on Myanmar, along with steps to prohibit military leaders from accessing $1 billion in 
government funds kept in the US, in the hopes of  reversing the takeover and freeing civilian leaders.  
 
France 
 French President Emmanuel Macron made a statement, denouncing the military’s actions 
shortly after the takeover. He also used Twitter to restate the view of  France on the coup, saying, 
“France calls for an immediate end to the repression in Myanmar, for the release of  those who 
have detained and for the respect of  the Myanmar citizen’s democratic choice as expressed in 
recent elections.” “We’ll be on your side." Foreign Minister also stated that France has been 
working with European partners to impose penalties on Burmese organizations and companies. 
He also called for an open route conversation to resolve the crisis.   
 
China  
 The People’s Republic of  China recently vetoed a UNSC resolution condemning the 
military takeover in the region, claiming that the takeover was not a coup d’état. Over the years, 
China has been one of  Myanmar’s 
closest allies, shielding the 
government from international  
condemnation for its treatment of  
Rohingya refugees. They have 
worked hard to build a partnership 
with NLD, by investing in the region’s 
economy while also serving as the 
country’s major weapons supplier. 
China must have seen its economic 
projects in Myanmar as a part of  this 
transformation which would explain 
their veto of  the UNSC resolution. 
 
Russian Federation 
 The Russian government has refused to criticize the coup since it began and has pushed 
to strengthen the country’s military alliance. In March 2021, the Russian delegation congratulated 
General Min Aung Hlaing and claimed in a news release that Myanmar “is a trusted ally and 
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strategic partner of  the Russian Federation.” Russian Federation is known as the main supplier of  
weapons to the Myanmar army. The coup d’état has allowed them to have a stronger bond. In the 
following months, the government intends to enhance its weapons exports. 
 
United Kingdom 
 The United Kingdom announced new sanctions against Myanmar on the eve of  the 1-
year anniversary of  the military coup in Myanmar. UK joined US and Canada in coordinated 
action against Myanmar military regime, targeting individuals responsible for undermining 
democracy and rule of  law. This latest round of  sanctions will freeze the assets of  these 
individuals and enforce a travel ban preventing them coming to the UK.  
 
 
Related Organizations 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
 UNICEF partners in Rakhine reported that a total of 13,986 children under five years 
old and 3,965 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) were reached with preventive nutrition 
services in April. A further 255 children with 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were treated in 
the same month. In Kachin, UNICEF partners 
reached 161 PLW with multiple micronutrient 
supplementation. UNICEF in partnership with 
World Vision International (WVI), Save the  
Children (SCI) and Terre Des Hommes (TDH) 
expanded the delivery of essential nutrition 
services to children under five years old and 
pregnant and lactating women (PLW) in Yangon 
and Rakhine. Nutrition supplies including multiple 
micronutrient powder (74,260 packages), multiple micronutrient tablets (1,384 packages), Vitamin 
A supplements (70 packages), ready to use therapeutic food (RUTF) (486 cartons), amoxicillin (69 
packages), anthropometric equipment (26 sets) and nutrition bowls and posters (1,495 sets) were 
distributed. These supplies will benefit approximately 18,500 children and nearly 7,600 PLW in 
conflict-affected and emergency townships. UNICEF has also been coordinating with Premiere 
Urgence Internationale (PUI) to support nutrition interventions in 120 villages in Hlaingbwe and 
Kawkareik townships, Kayin state, and an online orientation session for systematic data reporting 
and monitoring was organized. 
  
State Administrative Council (SAC) 
 The State Administrative Council which is the military junta governing Myanmar 
following the February 2021 coup d’état. The council is chaired by Min Aung Hlaing, the 
commander in chief of Defence Services. The State Administrative Council issued an order 
extending martial law in Mindat township, Chin state, on 14 May 2021. According to many reports, 
many people of the local community fled to seek temporary safety in churches, community spaces, 
forests, and other nearby sites in response to this development. Fighting had displaced between 
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9,000-10,000 people in Mindat township, Chin state, and approximately 26,865 persons in Kayah 
state as of May 21, 2021.  
 Essential medicines, first-aid kits, shelters, non-food items, meals and hygiene and 
sanitation items are among the supplies that affected populations urgently requires. Due to 
mobility limitations insecurity, and in some cases, a lack of active implementing partners on the 
ground, humanitarian access to certain locations is difficult to get the impacted areas by car.  
 
 
Possible Solutions 
Adopt a Global Arms Embargo 
 More than 200 organizations have asked to 
the United Nations Security Council to pass a 
resolution including sanctions on Myanmar. They 
have specifically requested that the UN Security 
Council establish a worldwide arms embargo, 
which is restrictions that applied primarily to 
weaponry or dual-use technologies on a country in 
order to compel it to modify its behavior. The 
United Nations General Assembly passed a 
resolution in June 2021 calling for “ all member 
nations to prohibit the flow of  armaments into Myanmar,” but it did not call for an arms 
embargo. Furthermore, unlike the security council, a General Assembly resolution is non-
binding, therefore, the Tatmadaw has rejected it and sent a letter expressing their disagreement 
of  the resolution’s recommendation. In this situation, the only answer would be for the Security 
Council to discuss the worldwide arms embargo in order to take use of  the binding powers that 
Security Council resolutions afford. 
 
Stopping Leaders’ Assets 
 Including a phrase in Security Council resolution requiring nations to stop the assets of  
military generals based in different countries. While individual countries have used this method 
at their choice, a UNSC agreement to follow it would put additional pressure on the Tatmadaw 
to reach a settlement. For example, United States imposed sanctions on Myanmar, freezing the 
assets of  six military generals totaling $1billion in government funding. 10 days after the coup 
d’état, US president Joe Biden stated that the sanctions imposed on the generals, including leader 
Min Aung Hlaing would only prevent them from accessing assets that they could benefit from, 
and that the Us would continue to support organizations and assets that benefit the general 
public. The US has also imposed sanctions on two firms and the adult relatives of  the military 
leaders.   
 
Donating to Organizations Supporting Anti-Coup Protesters 
 Organizations such as Civil Disobedience Movement and GoFundMe supports the 
growing civil disobedience movement in Myanmar. There are also multitude of  international 
humanitarian relief  and aid organizations that provide both long-term stabilizing support as well 
as immediate assistance around the world like International Rescue Committee, Save the 
Children, and Doctors without Borders. These organizations were already helping Myanmar 
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before 2022, but they have become an outspoken voice against the violence and unrest that has 
led to more than hundreds of  deaths since the coup. 
 
Glossary 
Coup D’etat: a sudden, violent, and illegal seizure of  power from a government 
 
National League for Democracy (NLD): The National League for Democracy is a liberal democratic 
political party in Myanmar. It became the country's ruling party after a landslide victory in the 
2015 general election but was overthrown in a military coup d'état in early 2021 following 
another landslide election victory in 2020 
 
Rohingya: Rohingya are a Muslim minority who live in the Rakhine State. They are considered 
stateless and illegal immigrants in Myanmar since they are not legally recognized as citizens 
under the 1982 Citizenship Law.  
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