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Introduction 

Azerbaijan, formally known as the Azerbaijani Republic, is a nation located in Eastern 
Transcaucasia, or the Northern tip of  Western Asia. It is bordered in the north by Russia and 
Georgia, west by Armenia, east by the Caspian Sea, and south by Iran. Ever since its 
independence from the Soviet Union, it has been in a territorial conflict with its neighbor 
Armenia over the region of  Nagorno-Karabakh. Nagorno-Karabakh has historically been 
Armenia land, and it holds a variety of  Armenia cultural heritage today. Moreover, it also 
contains a majority Armenian population, yet it is enclosed in Azerbaijan territory. As such, both 
sides fought relentlessly ever since their independence to take control over this land. Currently, 
both sides are in a ceasefire, yet, the ethnic hatred still carry out violence in contentious regions. 

Azerbaijan’s ethnic composition is largely made up of  Azerbaijanis (91.6%), and its 
religious composition is overwhelmingly dominated by Islam (96.9%). On the other hand, 
Armenia is composed of  largely ethnic Armenians (98.1%), and its religious composition is 
dominated by Christianity (97.9%). These differences between the two nations make this conflict 
one of  race and religion. 
 
 
Background 

 Azerbaijan and Armenia had 
historically been ruled under the Russian 
Empire ever since the early 1800s. Under 
Russian control, ethnic conflicts between the 
two people were largely suppressed by a 
greater Russian dominance. As the Russian 
Empire would collapse in 1917, both nations 
briefly gained independence, only to be 
reconquered by the Soviet Union in its quest 
to dominate the Caucasus. Under Soviet 
control, Nagorno-Karabakh was incorporated 
into Azerbaijan as a semi-autonomous region. While the two ethnic groups continued to fight 
over land as Soviet Republics, major events of  violence did not occur. However, the two Soviet 
Republics did filed petitions to Moscow in hopes of  taking control of  Nagorno-Karabakh. Yet, 
the central Soviet government did little to address the issues. As Mikhail Gorbachev, the last 
premier of  the Soviet Union, started to issue radical reforms of  transparency and freedom of  
speech – known as perestroika and glasnost – the issue of  Nagorno-Karabakh reentered the eyes 
of  both ethnic groups. With the newly granted freedom of  speech and press, both Soviet 
Republics began issuing their own propaganda in hopes of  demonstrating legitimacy in 
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Nagorno-Karabakh. Tensions between the two races began to grow, sparking several incidents 
of  violence on the streets. In 1988, ethnic Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh passed a 
referendum to leave Azerbaijan, further escalating the conflict. While the Armenians cheered for 
reunification, the Azerbaijani launched counter protests, resulting in more violence on the 
streets.  

As the Soviet Union dissolved in 1991, the newly independent Armenia and Azerbaijan 
declared war on each other. Fighting lasted for 3 years, until Armenia won the war in 1994. In 
the terms of  peace, Azerbaijan surrendered a large chunk of  its territory in the West along with 
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia. Under Armenia occupation, hundreds of  thousands of  ethnic 
Azerbaijanis were displaced, and the towns were repopulated by ethnic Armenians. 

While the conflict seemed to be over at this stage, Azerbaijan had secretly been planning 
for a comeback. The people were furious at their humiliating defeat, calling for vengeance and 
eventual reconquest of  their lost territory. The Azerbaijan government had since been building 
up their military in the hopes of  outmatching their opponents in scale. In 2008, Armenians 
protested an allegedly unfair election, and civil unrest broke out in the streets. Amidst the chaos, 
a small-scale skirmish between Armenia and Azerbaijan at the border, which revived the conflict 
between the two nations. The Armenians believed that Azerbaijan is taking advantage of  the 
chaos within Armenia to regain control over Nagorno-Karabakh, while the Azerbaijanis believed 
that they were only defending themselves with the Armenians being the aggressors. Either way, 
this conflict brought up the possibility of  a second war in the eyes of  both nation’s people, 
further depending the ethnic grudge. 

In 2016, they fought a 4-day war. Although this brief  conflict did not change the 
territorial possessions of  either sides, it did draw the attention of  a neighboring country: Turkey. 
Historically, Turkey had always been an enemy of  Armenia. During World War I, the Ottoman 
Empire – the predecessor of  Turkey – had massacred ethnic Armenians within its borders and 
during its war with Russia. The Turkic elites of  the Ottoman Empire were convinced that these 
Christian Armenians would seek independence from the Empire, and thus, had massacred all 
Armenians who refused to convert to Islam as a demonstration of  loyalty. Even as the Ottoman 
Empire would collapse at the end of  World War I, the newly formed Turkic Republic would 
carry on the ethnic hatred against Armenians. Moreover, Turkey had always been a staunch rival 
of  Russia, tracing all the back to the Ottoman days. As such, historically and contemporarily, 

Turkey had been trying to undermine Russian 
influence in the Caucasus. Since Armenia had 
always maintained a good relationship with Russia, 
Turkey decided to back Azerbaijan in this war. This 
decision is also partly due to the religious, linguistic, 
and cultural similarity between the two nations.  

In July 2020, Turkey backed Azerbaijan in a 
border skirmish with Armenia, which soon 
escalated into another war. With Turkish military 
support, Azerbaijan won swift victories one after 
another. While the Armenian army had stagnated in 
size, Azerbaijan had been expanding its army for 

the past 14 years, with a military spending 6 times of  Armenia’s between 2008 and 2019. Seeing 
Turkish support, Turkey’s rival Iran also stepped in and backed Armenia, despite deep religious 
difference between Armenia and Iran. However, the support from Iran was quite limited as 
opposed to Turkey’s support for Azerbaijan. In November 2020, Azerbaijan won the war with 
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Armenia’s surrender. Russia brokered a peace deal with Azerbaijan regaining all the lost territory 
from the First Nagorno-Karabakh war along while retaining the conquered territory from the 
Second. However, Azerbaijan only took back a small part of  Southeast Nagorno-Karabakh, with 
the rest governed by ethnic Armenians themselves as a special autonomous region. Russian sent 
2000 troops as peacekeepers to prevent future conflicts in the autonomous zones, but also as a 
way to maintain its presence in the region. Turkey also gained leverage from the deal, with 
Armenia promising to allow a Turkish road to pass 
through its Southern land, connecting Azerbaijan 
and Turkey geographically and economically.  

While both Russia and Turkey were able 
to gain something out of  the deal, the peace treaty 
did nothing to stop the conflict between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. Azerbaijanis and Armenians still 
hold deep grudges against each other, and many 
call for “annihilation” of  the other side. Both sides 
see each other as bloodthirsty demons who wish 
to destroy them at all costs, with one Azerbaijani 
saying, “[Armenia] never wanted our nation to 
develop…they’ve always wanted us to bend the knee…only now, with the help of  God, we’ll 
bring them misery.” As the two ethnicities continue to hate each other, this conflict will hardly 
see a definitive result. Moreover, the war also devastated many parts of  Azerbaijan and 
Armenians, filling the region with hundreds of  thousands of  refugees. 

Tensions between Turkey and Armenia is also rising. Within the pandemic dealing a 
heavy blow to Turkey’s economy, the lira (the Turkish currency) had suffered from intense 
inflation. As a result, Turkish President Recep Erdoğan’s approval rating fell drastically. In hopes 
of  maintaining support from his people, Erdoğan frequently antagonizes Armenia to establish 
the image that he’s the “tough guy” in these times of  crises. Concerns of  a Turkish invasion is 
sprawled up. The entanglement of  Turkey also implies the entanglement of  Iran, Turkey’s 
geopolitical rival. As such, the stability of  the region is called into question. 
 
 
International Actions 
 Historically, Russia always had a huge interest in the region, leading it to secure its 
economic interests via negotiating and maintaining trade routes and political interests via creating 
ally states as buffer zones between itself  and Turkey. Moreover, as both Armenia and Azerbaijan 
were Soviet Republics in the past, Russia maintained a good relationship with both nations. As 
such, Russia had brokered many peace deals between the two nations, including the most recent 
one that ended the fighting in 2020. 
 The UN had also stepped in as a mediator. Now that the war is on halt, Azerbaijan is 
redirecting its hatred towards ethnic Armenians onto historic Armenian heritage sites. The 
Azerbaijan government had launched a persistent effort in removing all ethnic Armenian 
heritage sites in the land it reclaimed after the war in 2020. Moreover, they have also censored 
many Armenian/Christian journals within the region. In November 2021 for instance, 
Azerbaijan government officials arrested two Christian preachers for spreading Christianity, the 
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majority religion in Armenia, which led to heavy condemnation from the UN for human rights 
violations. 
 Moreover, both Azerbaijan and Armenia were convicted of  human rights violations by 
the UN Human Rights Watch during the war as both parties bombed civilian sites such as 
hospitals, schools, and markets. Moreover, the Azerbaijan military had reportedly tortured 
Armenian prisoners of  war, in which the UN again heavily condemned. 
 
 
Stances of  the P5 Nations 

Russia – The Russian role in the region has 
always been ambiguous. However, it is clear that 
they wish to maintain a dominant player within the 
Caucasus. It is in their economic interests and 
political benefit to ensure stability in the region 
through becoming the “big boss” here. While it is 
obvious that the Russian clearly favor Armenia, as 
these two countries and linguistically, ethnically, and 
culturally aligned, Russia also has a very good 
relationship with the Azerbaijan government. 
Therefore, Russia would most likely wish to prevent a war from happening while asserting as 
much influence in this region as possible in methods such as sending its own troops as 
peacekeepers in the region.  

The Other Nations – All four of  the other P5 nations do not have a clear stance. France 
and USA joined Russia in an alliance in attempt to form a permanent solution to this problem 
back in 1993; however, ever since, these two countries had not done anything significant other 
than verbally address the issue with the usual “peace talk.” China and the United Kingdom holds 
even less opinion on this issue, although China usually share the Russian sentiment as a result of  
their ally-ship. As for Great Britain, their media is somewhat biased against Azerbaijan, evident 
by the constant criticism for “cultural cleansing” within Azerbaijan. 
 
 
Timeline 
1813 – The Russian Empire annexes a large part of  the Caucasus, including present day 
Azerbaijan and Armenia. 
1915 – The Ottoman army initiates a genocide towards ethnic Armenians amidst WWI. 
1917 – The February Revolution overthrows the Tsar and the October Revolution later that year 
establishes a communist Russian state controlled by Lenin and his Bolsheviks. Russia withdraws 
from the war.  
1918 – Azerbaijan and Armenia declare independence from the Russian empire on the same day. 
Both lay territorial claims towards land within each other’s borders. War breaks out between the 
two nations. 
1921 – The Soviet Union annexes the region again, ending the war between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan.  
1924 – Nagorno-Karabakh becomes a semi-autonomous region within the Azerbaijan Soviet 
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Socialist Republic, despite having a majority Armenian population.  
1986 – Under Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet Union initiates glasnost and perestroika, two reform 
movements that increased transparency within the government and granted freedom of  speech. 
Conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh revitalizes as both Soviet Republics started to issue 
propaganda.  
1988 – A referendum passes in Nagorno-Karabakh to leave the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist 
Republic, violence ensues on the streets., 
1991 – The Soviet Union collapses. War between the newly independent Armenia and 
Azerbaijan breaks out. 
1994 – The first Nagorno-Karabakh war ends, with Armenia annexing parts of  Western 
Azerbaijan and most of  Nagorno-Karabakh, despite this territory being mostly internationally 
recognized as Azerbaijani.  
2006 – The Azerbaijan government initiates a campaign to remove more than 30,000 ethnic 
Armenian heritage sites within Azerbaijan. 
2008 – A border skirmish breaks out near Nagorno-Karabakh amidst protests for a likely frauded 
election within Armenia. The Armenian government accuses the Azerbaijan military for taking 
advantage of  its domestic chaos while the Azerbaijan 
government accuses the Armenian military for 
trespassing previously negotiated borders. 
2016 – Another border skirmish was fought for 4 days. 
2019 – Turkey announces military support for 
Azerbaijan publicly.  
2020 – The second Nagorno-Karabakh War breaks 
out. Turkey supplies advanced military weapons to 
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan wins the war in 6 weeks, 
gaining control over Southern Nagorno-Karabakh 
and parts of  Armenia. Turkey gains rights to build a 
road connecting itself  with Azerbaijan through Armenian territory. The rest of  Nagorno-
Karabakh is governed by ethnic Armenians with Russian and Turkish troops. Riots break out in 
Armenia, calling for removal of  the government in defiance of  the peace treaty. 
 
 
Possible Solutions 
 To find a permanent solution within the region requires gratuitous effort. Land dispute 
based on Ethnic and Religious divide is usually hard to solve on the roots. However, there are 
still actions waiting to be attempted as a means of  mitigating tensions and preventing conflict. 
 First, the region of  Nagorno-Karabakh could see enhanced security measures. Although 
Turkish and Russian peacekeeper troops are already situated there, these troops are only sent to 
prevent a full-scale war. This gives leeway for mobs and lynching groups that pursue violence on 
the streets. Enhanced security measures could mean an invitation to the international community 
for more for peacekeeping, in methods that does not necessarily mean send in troops, but rather 
other more peaceful methods such as reporting lynching cases to the media as a means of  
pressuring the Azerbaijan government into enforcing law and order in the region. In case of  an 
escalation of  conflict, delegates may draft an emergency plan that would have UN peacekeepers 
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as the last resort. 
 Second, the border dispute between the region could be solved with a referendum. 
Different nations depending on their stance could choose different methods of  hosting this 
referendum, but the general consensus is to hold another vote within Nagorno-Karabakh to 
determine which nation it wants to join. The key component to this solution is not to hold the 
referendum, but rather how to get both sides (mainly Azerbaijan) to agree. Specific benefits for 
the losing side in the referendum could be set as compensations, in the sense that political rights 
for resident from either nation would be guaranteed. The same could be extended to conquered 
Armenian territory. 
 Last, the constant purging of  Armenia cultural heritage within Azerbaijan is also called 
into question. The straight forward fix would simply be rather than purging these heritage sites, 
these sites can be transported to the Armenia home country in fragments. While the 
transportation of  buildings such as Churches is quite impossible, key components such as the 
cross on top can be transported to an Armenian museum to preserve heritage. The not-so-
straight forward part of  this solution is how to pay for the transportation. Delegates must come 
up with good reason for Armenia or the international community to fund this operation.  
 
Glossary 
Nagorno-Karabakh: an enclave within Azerbaijan territory with majority ethnic Armenians.  
 
UNHRW (United Nations Human Rights Watch): an UN organization established in 1949 to oversee 
human rights issues in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, currently expanded to report on human 
rights violations across the globe. 
 
Glasnost – Reform within the Soviet Union during 1986 to 1991 as a means to promote 
transparency within the government and freedom of  speech. 
 
Perestroika - Reform within the Soviet Union during 1985 to 1991 as a means to transform the 
state-controlled communist economy into a capitalist free-market economy. 
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