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Introduction 

For as long as many of  us could remember, constant conflicts in the Middle East has 
been a norm our society has continued to normalize since the 1990’s. Ever since the Iranian Civil 
War in the 70s, refugees from the Middle East have been a constant issue for the West. Today, 
these numbers only get higher as conflicts in Syria and Iraq continue to rage and the current 
Afghanistan crisis where the Taliban has regained control of  the nation state. Currently, the EU, 
and especially the Eastern Bloc of  the continent, have made it clear that the continuous flow of  
refugees into their nations will not end well and something needs to be done.  
 
 
Background and History 

In September of  2021, Poland was faced with an unprecedented crisis at its border with 
Belarus. Currently, a significant number of  refugees coming from Syria and Iraq were supposedly 
flown out to Belarus for asylum, but then shipped out to the border. These refugees claimed that 
they were not given sanctuary in Belarus and were instead told to migrate to the Polish border.  

Belarus, for context, has been moving backwards as the rest of  Europe moves forwards. 
Their ruler, President Lukashenko, has continued his Soviet-era authoritarian regime that 
deprives the Belarusian people of basic human rights. Currently, Lukashenko has been Belarus’s 
only leader since the 90s, and his influence across Europe has feared many. In 2021, Lukashenko 
ordered the police to continue their arrest of citizens who show any sign of disloyalty to the 
government. This comes after thousands have taken to the streets to protest the government’s 
random seize and search policies, arbitrary charges against individuals, and a failing justice 
system. Because of this, the EU—which Poland is a part of—has set several economic sanctions 
on Belarus; the last of  which was a joint agreement with the EU, US, UK, and Canada. 

Lukashenko believes that with the proper motivation the EU will reverse the sanctions: 
a total of  150 sanctions that have been placed on the nation. Reports from the NPR claim that 
Belarus has been using the refugees as pawns, creating a border crisis to pressure the EU to 
reverse the economic sanctions it has placed since December of  2021. In response, Poland has 
taken matter into their own hands: They have recently approved over 400-million-dollar border 
wall to prevent anymore immigrants. Refugees continue to make the trek to the Polish border, 
believing that Poland is their gateway to a better life in Europe. In the end, this border crisis 
spans more than just a refugee crisis, but Belarus keeping the EU as a hostage.  
 
 
The Stances of  the P5 Nations 
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United States of  America 
In November of  2021, the U.S. ambassador to Belarus Ambassador Julie Fisher said that 

the U.S. will take any means necessary to resolve the issue at the Belarusian border with Poland. 
Although the U.S. would like to continue diplomatic relations, their foreign policy under the 
Biden administration drives a strong message of  peace and prosperity in the region. The State 
Department has believed that Russia is behind most of  this and have reported signs of  moving 
troops to Belarus. The U.S. believes that the political referendum due to take place in February 
of  2022 will create a chain reaction resulting in Russia annexing parts of  the Belarusian territory. 
Therefore, the U.S. will take any stand to protect the interest of  the Belarusian people. On the 
other hand, the U.S. has made previous promises with the E.U. to pass additional economic and 
political sanctions to further pressure Belarus to both stop the migrant crisis and free political 
prisoners. **However, it is important to note that if  we were to trace the origins of  this issue, it 
could arguably be because of  the U.S.’s foreign policy in the Middle East for the past 20 years. ** 
 
United Kingdom 

In a joint statement with Canada, the UK has solidified its stance on the migrant border 
crisis as a matter of  great concern for all of  Europe. Along with the E.U., the British believe that 
the migrant crisis in Eastern Europe could harm the collective economy for the rest of  the 
Union (a group they are no longer apart of  but still have heavy economic ties to). However, it is 
important to note that the main reason the U.K. left the E.U. was due to them wanting to defend 
their borders with stricter visa laws and gating the Isles from refugees. U.K. will not be opened 
to allowing these migrants seek refuge in Europe in such a large quantity, especially in the U.K. 
Therefore, the U.K. has two stances: They will stand with the E.U with whatever sanction they 
will enact—and most likely join in on—but also ensure that their own borders will not be 
affected by migrants that come in. 
 
France 

Like the U.S. and the U.K., France believes that the only way to solve this crisis is 
through continued dialogue between the E.U. and Belarus. However, the French have taken an 
“Open Door” policy—accepting refugees in open arms—when it comes to the refugees. They 
have rejected a proposal suggested by 12 members of  the E.U. (Poland among them) that would 
provide E.U. funding for a barbed wire wall along the Poland-Belarus border. The Foreign 
Secretary for European Affairs Clément Beaune has said that France does not wish to show 
refugees that Europe is a cold and unwelcoming place. Therefore, France will continue to push 
for more sanctions against Belarus but will also want to see these migrants be able to enter the 
E.U. for refuge. 
 
 
China 

China, unlike their Western counterparts, has stayed rather silent on the border crisis. 
This is mostly due to their “One Belt Road Initiative” (OBR), which has high interest in Belarus. 
The economic sanctions that have been hitting Belarus has made them more dependent on 
China for economic trade and benefits; in return, the economic sanctions has forced China to 
stop its funding for the Slavkalyi potash plant in Belarus, an integral part of  the initiative. China 
does not agree with the economic sanctions that continue to attack Belarus’s financial 
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institutions. These economic sanctions, along with the ever-growing negative relations between 
the West and Belarus has made their OBR initiative much more difficult to accomplish. The 
Chinese had wished for Belarus to be their bridge between Asia and Europe, and with these 
current tensions has created unprecedented set-backs for Chairman Xi’s vision. Beijing will act in 
the interest for the OBR and will support the West in its economic sanctions if  it means a 
quicker resolution to the border crisis. 
 
Russian Federation 

Russia’s stance is not that complicated compared to the rest of  the P5. Russia views 
Belarus as a victim in the border crisis and sees the West as bullies towards the nation. It will 
protect Belarus to show undying loyalty towards them, solidifying its sphere of  influence in 
Eastern Europe. Russia will not support any anti-Belarus resolution put forth by the Security 
Council. Although many would fear being sanctioned by the UN SC for supporting an 
authoritarian society, Russia and its vast natural resources can survive such sanctions. Therefore, 
Russia stands strong in their stance with Belarus.  
 
 
Possible Solutions 

Attempting to solve this issue is tough, given that the P5 nations do not all share the same 
views. However, there are some possible things you should consider putting in your resolutions: 

1) Economic sanctions will continue to pressure Belarus to stopping the migrant crisis 
altogether. Word your clause carefully to ensure that it does not anger the Russian 
delegation, 

2) A conference between the E.U. and Belarus would encourage talks and see where they as 
a collective body can go and solve the crisis diplomatically. 

3) Allowing the referendum to take place in February is a safe bet. Although there are 
international concerns regarding the specifics of  what might be said, allowing Belarus to 
continue what they are doing can be seen as a symbol of  good faith and might—in the 
long run—make the Belarusians more willing to talk. 

 
 
Glossary 
E.U. (European Union): a group of  27 countries in Europe that work similar to the U.N. but are 
legally bonded to agreements and treaties passed within the Union.   
 
One-Belt-Road Initiative (OBR): an economic trade route planned by the Chinese to connect China’s 
economy to the rest of  Asia, Europe and Africa. These routes, both land and sea, have simulated 
the paths of  the Silk Road, which connected all of  the Known World together economically. 
 
Political Prisoners: individuals who are imprisoned most likely because they politically opposed the 
ruling party of  a nation. 
 
Refugee: A person who is fleeing their home country, usually due to war or famine, and seek help 
from other nations.  
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