
 

 

International Court of Justice 

 

Guidance for the International Court of Justice 

 

1. Members of the court 

a. Prosecution: the party that request the court for judgment 

b. Defense: the party that represents the defending nation 

c. Judge: final decision maker 

d. Witness: someone who has knowledge on the matter; gives testimonial evidence 

during the examination session 

 

2. Roles of the members 

a. Prosecution: 

i. Leading lawyer: 

 Gives an opening speech when the trial starts 

 Assigns who is doing examination and cross-examination 

 Works with the Leading Lawyer for the defense to approve evidence 

prior to the trial 

ii. Examining lawyer: 

 Examine and cross-examine the witnesses 

b. Defense: 

i. Leading lawyer: 

 Give a closing speech at the end of the court 

 Assign who is doing examination and cross-examination 

 Works with the Leading Lawyer for the prosecution to approve 

evidence prior to the trial 

ii. Examining lawyer: 

 Examine and cross examine the witnesses 

  



 

 

 

3. Procedure of the trial: 

a. Leading lawyer from the prosecution delivers an opening speech after the judge is 

seated 

b. Examining lawyer from the prosecution calls for examination of their witness 

c. Examining lawyer from the defense calls for cross-examination on the same 

witness 

d. Examining lawyer from the defense calls for examination of their witness 

e. Examining lawyer from the prosecution calls for cross-examination on the same 

witness 

f. Leading lawyer from the defense deliver closing speech to the judge 

g. Judge delivers recommendation after asking questions to each side 

 

4. Directions: 

a. Leading Lawyer: 

i. Opening speech: summary of the Prosecution’s side of story; mentions the 

name of each witness and how they will relate to the trial; The Leading Lawyer 

for the Prosecution will make the opening speech. 

ii. Closing speech: summary of the Defense’s side of story, mentions the name of 

each witness and how they were involved in the trial; The Leading Lawyer for 

the Defense will make the opening speech. 

Leading lawyer: “Your honor, the (Prosecution/Defense) would like to give a 

(opening/closing) speech” 

Judge: “Proceed” 

Leading lawyer: *begins (opening/closing) speech* 

b. Examining Lawyer: 

i. Examination: ask questions to the witness during the trial 

Examining lawyer: “Your honor, the (prosecution/defense) would like to 

(cross) examine ________” 

Judge: “Proceed” 

Examining lawyer: *begins (cross) examination* 

  



 

 

 

5. Evidence: 

a. Preparation of evidence: 

i. Prosecution: proof that the defendant should be convicted for his/her illegal 

action 

ii. Defense: proof that the defendant should not be convicted 

b. Submission of evidence: 

i. Examining Lawyer: “Your honor, the prosecution/defense would like to 

submit evidence for the court” 

Judge: “Proceed” 

Lawyer: *says what evidence it is and shows judge evidence for approval* 

Judge: “Proceed” / “Overruled” 

Examining lawyer: *show the evidence to witness and ask questions to 

relevant in determining the verdict* 

 

6. Objection: formal protest raised in court during a hearing 

 

Lawyer: “Objection your honor… (objection)” 

Judge: “Objection Sustained” –the objection is honored 

      “Objection overruled” –the objection is ignored 

 

Approved objections: 

 The question is irrelevant 

 The question is a compound question (___ and ___?) 

 The witness should answer yes or no (during examination process) 

 The witness is unreliable (witness is lying or cannot answer an obvious 

question) 

 The lawyer made a statement, not a question (during examination process) 

 The lawyer asked the same question twice 

 The lawyer is badgering the witness (lawyer is intimidating the witness) 

 The evidence was not shared before the trial 



 

 

 Contempt of court (someone’s behavior is being disruptive to the trial) 

 

7. Protocol 

a. Stand up when judge enters or leaves the court room. Lawyers should always stand 

up when delivering a speech or examining the witness to the judge. 

b. Passing trial-related notes is allowed. However, there should not be any direct 

conversation. The opponent should object on the grounds of “Contempt of Court” 

in that case. 

c. Witnesses have a crucial job and so they are obligated to memorize every detail in 

their testimonies. 

d. Never object to dispute a fact and argue with the lawyer from the opposition side. 

e. After finishing examination or delivering a speech, the lawyer is obligated to say, 

“I rest my case,” and sit down. 

f. The prosecution must prove the statements that they have filed against the defense. 

g. The defense must prove the statements that they have been filed for. 


