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CASE SUMMARY 

 

This Case Summary is not to be used as evidence in the case, but rather is provided for background purposes only 

 

Since last November, a new type of war has been initiated, in which refugees from war-torn 

countries in the Middle East are abused as weapons. Thousands of asylum seekers have traveled 

from their corrupted regimes to Belarus, whose lax visa policies have granted the fugitives to 

easily travel across Belarus and make it into Poland, which is one of the EU members. 

 

 While Belarus has allowed the mass of refugees to travel to the EU territory, the union 

has kept declining the migrants to enter its territory and accused the President of Belarus 

Alexander Lukashenko of being short-sighted to welcome the migrants to the border since the 

summer of 2021 without carrying out any prudent measures or policies. 

 

 Owing to the intimate alliance between Belarus and Russia who are bounded by an entity 

known as the Union of  Russia and Belarus, Poland assumed that Belarus’ attack has been 

patronized by Russia and accused Russia of  being involved in the migrant trafficking. However, 

the President of  Russia Vladimir Putin denied the charges and instead urged the EU to negotiate 

directly with Belarus.  

 

 As Poland and Belarus continue to battle over the responsibility of  migrant trafficking, 

thousands of  men, women, and children are stranded in forests and suffering from below-freezing-

point temperature. Around two thousands of  migrants have fortunately entered the EU through 

illegal-crossing, which prompted Poland to deploy several troops amounting to fifteen thousands 

of  soldiers to the border to prevent more refugees from illegal crossings. Near the village of  

Starzyna, around fifty migrants had crossed heavily guarded border. The situation continued to 

aggravate as the aid agencies reported at least ten migrants’ death from the harsh weather, warning 

the crisis should no longer be suspended.  

 

 The tension between the two states continues to linger and refugees are on the horns of  

dilemma. Poland continues to blame Belarus for supporting illegal crossings and avoiding 

responsibilities of detaining refugees, while Belarus continues to deny the accusations. So as to 

officially accuse Belarus of  the migrant trafficking in the Polish-Belarusian border, Poland 

submitted a referral to the International Court of  Justice, bidding for recommendation and 

judgment upon the issue.  
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State of  Poland 

v. 

State of  Belarus 

 

 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. The State of  Poland is a country located in Europe 

2. The State of  Poland is part of  the EU 

3. The State of  Belarus is a country located in Eastern Europe 

4. Upon information, Belarus is officially a part of  an entity known as the Union of  Russia and 

Belarus. 

5. The issue is focused on migrant trafficking that has been occurring in the border of  Poland 

and Belarus since November 2021 

 

 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

6. Migrants are mostly from the Middle East due to political turmoil and terrorist attacks 

7. President of  Belarus has been under sanctions by the EU for his presidential re-election 

which is labelled as flawed by the international monitor 

 

 

FOR CAUSE OF ACTION 

8. President of  Belarus has allowed migrants to travel to the border since the summer of  2021. 

9. The State of  Belarus has been promising an easy passage into the European Union territories. 

10. Belarus has constantly denied the accusation and instead has criticized the EU for declining 

the migrants from entering the EU border. 

11. Belarus has been supporting illegal border-crossing and avoiding the responsibilities of  

having refugees. 

12. Belarus has sought to destabilize Europe by letting migrants in and a Polish-officer said that 

more than fifty migrants had crossed the border. 
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13. As a direct and proximate result of  the crisis, at least eleven migrants have died out of  

hunger or frigid climate. 

 

WHEREFORE, the Prosecution prays for fair judgment against the Defense for actual and 

punitive damages as the jury deems appropriate.  
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FOR DEFENSE 

1. Each and every allegation in the Complaint not specifically admitted herein below, is denied.  

2. The allegations in Paragraph 1 of the Complaint are admitted. 

3. The allegations in Paragraph 2 of the Complaint are admitted. 

4. The allegations in Paragraph 3 of the Complaint are admitted. 

5. The allegations in Paragraph 4 of the Complaint are admitted. 

6. The allegations in Paragraph 5 of the Complaint are admitted. 

7. The allegations in Paragraph 6 of the Complaint are admitted. 

8. The allegations in Paragraph 7 of the Complaint are deemed to be refuted, therefore the 

allegations are denied. 

9. The allegations in Paragraph 8 of the Complaint are denied. 

10. The Defense denies that the Prosecution is entitled to the requested relief in the 

unnumbered “Wherefore” paragraph. 
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STIPULATIONS 

Stipulations shall be considered part of the record. Prosecution and defendant stipulate to the 

following:  

1. There are no defects in the pleadings. The Defendant has properly appeared and answered. 

The Court has jurisdiction over the parties. All questions of fact are being submitted to the jury. 

Questions of law will be decided by the Court. No law may be argued other than what is 

contained in the Jury Charges in the Case Materials.  

2. The charge of the Court is accurate in all respects, and no objections to the Charge will be 

entertained.  

3. This case has been divided into party of Poland and party of Belarus. 

4. The only matter to be decided in this trial is liability of the accusations.  

5. All exhibits included in the Case Materials are authentic and are accurate copies of the 

originals. No objections to the authenticity of the exhibits will be entertained. The only exhibits 

to be used at the trial are those included in the case materials.  

6. The charge of the Court is accurate in all respects, and no objections to the Charge will be 

entertained.  

7. No witness should be examined or cross-examined as to the contents of anything not included 

in the Case Materials. This includes, but is not limited to, information found on the Internet, 

social media, books, magazines, and/or other publications. 

8. No one other than the witnesses from the Witnesses Listing should be examined or cross-

examined by the lawyers. No one other than the witnesses should produce evidence for the 

lawyers. 
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WITNESS LIST 

 

 

PROSECUTION: 

1. Mateusz Morawiecki 

2. Yousef  Samaan 

3. Franciszek Di Pasquale 

 

DEFENSE: 

2. Alexander Lukashenko 

3. Omar Abadi 

4. Frauke Ossig 
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DISCLAIMER: The witnesses, testimonies, evidence, and events are not fictitious but rather inspired by reality. 

For the purpose of  delivering a fair trial with limited evidence and time, assume all contents of  this case brief  are 

viable. Individual research beyond the information given in this document on the Poland-Belarus conflict is encouraged. 

 

SWORN STATEMENT OF MATEUSZ MORAWIECKI 

 

I’m Mateusz Morawiecki, the Prime Minister of  Poland. The current migrant crisis 

positioning at our border is the greatest threat posed by Belarus who seeks to destabilize Europe 

in thirty years. It is clear that the drive behind all these devious schemes is to jeopardize Europe 

just like the Soviets threatened us with Cuba in the Cold War. IF, Belarus wanted peace, IF 

Belarus hated conflict, why would they flush tens of  thousands of  migrants to the border and 

encourage illegal-crossing? The only explanation to this chaos is that Belarus is seeking to 

weaponize migrant flows to use it upon us and wist our arms! 

 

Lukashenko’s effort to quash us down went as far as to obstructing the Yamal pipeline, 

the main conduit that supplies gas from Russia to the EU countries through Belarus. According 

to a Russian news agency TASS, Belarusian oil pipeline operator Gomeltransneft has limited oil 

supplies to Poland through the Druzhba pipeline. Yet, we believe that Belarus is not the only one 

behind the scene. Putin, we suspect, is the “mastermind” who instigated this crisis and has 

sanctioned Belarus to threaten the European Union by blocking the pipeline.  

 

We are expecting a constant increase in number of migrant arrivals to the border and we 

cannot exclude the possibility that the number would escalate exponentially. However, we are 

prepared to use any necessary means to defend our country and other fellow EU nations from 

Lukashenko’s threats in addition to impeding him from further encouraging migrants to cross 

the border. We believe this is both good for Europe as well as the migrants who are suffering 

from harsh environment as a result of Lukashenko’s imprudent tactics. I wish for the ICJ to 

sympathize for our plight. May the justice fight side by side with us.  
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SWORN STATEMENT OF YOUSEF SAMAAN 

 

I’m Yousef. I’m 49 this year and I used to work as a teacher in Damascus, Syria. When I 

heard that it was now possible to safely cross into the European Union through the Belarus-

Poland border, I thought this was an opportunity given by God. I immediately booked a plane 

ticket to fly to the Belarusian capital, Minsk. Though I only received a state monthly salary of  

just $30, which is barely enough to support my family’s living, I hoped this was a chance to bring 

with a better life where I can get a more stable job and more secure living. 

 

I left my family in Syria and travelled in October with four of my friends to Minsk via 

Beirut in Lebanon. At first, everything was smooth sailing, and all us successfully made it to the 

Belarusian-Polish border. However, when me and my friends attempted to cross the border, we 

encountered Belarusian border guards near the Polish border who aggressively beat us up before 

shoving us under the barbed wire border fences into Poland. They whacked us. My friend 

Mohammed even broke his nose. The guards took our money. They took our passports. They 

took everything… 

 

Meandering in chaos, I was soon separated from my friends and settled alone in 

Białowieża Forest, a sprawling ancient woodland designated as a World Heritage Site. The forest, 

although known for its wild beauty, was an unforgiving terrain with long bone-chilling winters 

where temperatures fall below zero degrees Celsius most of  the time. 

 

Soon, other refugees and migrants came and they told me that we were now trapped in 

an exclusion zone,  a three-kilometer-wide zone imposed by Poland in last September. It was 

heavily guarded by Polish border guards who forced migrants and refugees back to Belarus. An 

estimated three to four thousands of  migrants were suffering inside this zone. 

 

I tried to return to Belarus three times, but each time I was beaten with batons all over 

my legs by Belarusian border guards who yelled at me to return to Poland. I begged on my knees 

to give me some food and water, but they callously disregarded my earnest entreaty. They don’t 

care if you live or die. They have no empathy. They are not humans. 

 

Stuck in the forest and without any food or water supplies, let alone medical, I drank 

from rivers and ate anything I could find on the trees. In worst case, I ate mud to fill my stomach 

since all the bugs and worms dug back in to dirt. Three days later, I encountered a young Syrian 

man. Wearing dampened clothes from snow and ice, we held onto each other for body heat for 

two nights and moved when the sun rose. We didn’t know where we were walking. But we knew 

that if  we sat down, we would die.  

 

After five days of wandering in the forest, we saw two Polish police officers. They called 

the emergency services from Hajnówka hospital in Eastern Poland and explained that I had 

suffered from dehydration and anaemia. My wounds are still visible across my legs from where I 

was beaten by the inhumane Belarusian guards. However, fortunately, after four days in the 
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hospital being cared by a kind Polish doctor, my health has improved a lot. Been given plenty of 

fluids, I can now sit properly. 

 

I just want to go to Syria.  

 

There are still thousands of refugees suffering the same way I had by the inhumane 

Belarusian guards. They are not human. They need to get punished for whatever torture they 

have inflicted on us. 
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SWORN STATEMENT OF FRANCISZEK DI PASQUALE 

 

My name is Franciszek Di Pasquale and I’m a Polish soldier. I was deployed to the 

border last December, when the total number of troops was six thousand. Now, the troops 

amount to around fifteen thousand. We were sent to provide support to the Border Guard by 

protecting the country's border and preventing any sort of illegally crossing. In October 18th, 

there were already 612 attempts to cross the border illegally. A myriad of refugees tried to get 

into Poland and while quite a lot of them have made it in, another big portion of them were 

punished for their acts. Objectively speaking, the refugees are to be blamed for their crimes but 

honestly, what other options do they have other than crossing into Poland? Going back to their 

collapsed home countries? If so, why would they buy expensive plan tickets and go through all 

these tortures at the first place? The refugees are eager to survive by immigrating to safe 

countries like Poland, yet we also lack resources, facilities, or rooms to provide for these 

thousands of refugees. If Belarus was prudent enough to keep the refugees away from entering 

the borders or has been thinking for the refugees, then the situation wouldn’t have become so 

chaotic. 

 

As a soldier, I am obliged to prevent migrants from illegal-crossings, but I am not 

sanctioned to beat the refugees up till death just like what the Belarusian guards do at the other 

end of the border. Nevertheless, sometimes the migrants get extremely violent too. Men threw 

stones and other rigid objects at us so as to unleash their rage for being unable to live in 

tranquility and as a consequence, a lot of my fellow soldiers were sent to emergency center due 

to severe injuries. 

 

It is without a single doubt that Belarus is fully responsible for these tragedies. How 

funny it is that Belarus is encouraging the migrants to cross the EU border via Poland for a 

better life yet they are beating them to death when they try to go back to Belarus. Not only the 

migrants are suffering from the harsh weathers but also us, soldiers, are exhausted from guarding 

the borders from day to night while getting attacked by few aggressive migrants. We got to end 

this because of Belarus who should be completely accountable for their cruel actions. I sincerely 

wish the ICJ would give a fair and just verdict.  
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SWORN STATEMENT OF ALEXANDER LUKASHENKO 
 

I am Alexander Lukashenko, the President of  Belarus and I have one thing to say: Belarus 

should not be deemed guilty of  the death of  migrants nor be accused of  attempting to 

destabilize Europe by letting migrants in Poland. 

 

For the past few months, Belarus has realized that there have been approximately 30,000 

migrants, mainly from the Middle East, trying to get into Europe through Belarus. Though we 

acknowledge that migrants were intending to move into the EU, we have also told the EU that 

Belarus will not be involved in moving those migrants away from the border nor holding them at 

the border. It was made clear that Belarus would not detain, choke, or beat up migrants as they 

try to pass the border. Also, we would not be coercively sending migrants back home without 

their consent. Thus, even if  migrants tried to come into to our country, Belarus will not prevent 

them from entering the EU, as we want to remain as neutral as possible in this issue. 

 

However, the fact that the Polish government has been trying to place the blame on us is 

unjust. They have asserted that Belarus is not trying their best to keep the migrants and refugees 

away from their country. Yet, what else can we do? We have already gave our word to the 

migrants that we would not force them back to their countries and it is up to them to decide. We 

are simple offering a choice, upholding their freedom to decide where they wish to reside. 

 

Thus, a more likely explanation to this whole crisis is that Poland is not keeping its borders 

secure enough, letting the migrants move into their nation. If  their borders were secure enough, 

then even if  those migrants tried to use our borders to enter Poland, the Polish government 

could have been saved from receiving more migrants than they can handle. 

 

Thus, on behalf  of  my nation, Belarus, I, Alexander Lukashenko, would like to say that we 

are not guilty for all the consequence that occurred from letting refugees and migrants into the 

EU. And that we would ask the ICJ to give us a reasonable answer and bring justice to this issue. 
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SWORN STATEMENT OF OMAR ABADI 
 

 I am Omar Abadi, a homeless migrant who moved from Eastern Europe, the Middle 

East, Central Asia, and finally to Northern Africa for the sake of  survival. 

 

My life was originally peaceful. I was born in an ordinary Syrian family and was raised in 

Syria for most of  my life. However, after the civil war, I had no choice to leave my home country 

in order to find a new, safe place to call it as my home. 

 

Last year when I was again struggling to find a place to stay long-term, I heard about 

people going through Belarus into the EU and how the NGOs in Poland are taking care of  

refugees. So, I decided to go north to cross the Belarus borders, despite the dangers that were 

ahead of  me. 

 

I have planned it for weeks, trying find a safe route to Poland. Thankfully, the Belarusian 

government was on our side. They did not stop us, migrants, from crossing the borders, and thus 

I could safely cross the Belarus borders. However, not long after I was trying to cross the 

borders of  Poland, I realized that I was stuck between the borders. Yet, I was not the only one to 

be so. A lot of  others like me were sick, starved, and stranded. After days and weeks of  

suffering, it came to a conclusion that we are abandoned and Poland and the EU will do nothing 

to help us. 

 

 Still, I was desperate to survive, so on one day, I woke up at dawn, took out all the bread 

I have saved from previous days, and ran to the border. Just before the border, patiently, I waited 

till the guards were busy changing shifts, and started running below the watch tower. To my 

surprise, I got through the border right under the eyes of  guards! It seems obvious now that the 

Polish are not best at guarding their borders. 

 

 After I got through the borders, I walked to Warsaw, and asked for help from an NGO 

in Warsaw. For the first few months, they gave me place to stay in and help me when I was 

looking for a job. I believe all this would not have been possible if  Belarus did not let us pass the 

borders, as it literally saved our lives. 

 

 I don’t understand why people are saying that Belarus is guilty of  letting migrant and 

refugees, like me, into the EU. Belarus was the only place that provided us a place to rest when 

we were wandering around, lost in the world. 

 

We have always sought for a place where refugees can be treated fairly, cared, and 

recognized simply as fellow humans. Belarus gave us an opportunity for us, refugees, to be 

indeed treated in such manner. Thus, I do not believe that the Republic of  Belarus, is guilty of  

letting in migrants and refugees into Poland and wish that the ICJ would conduct a fair trial, 

announcing to the world that Belarus is not guilty. 
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SWORN STATEMENT OF FRAUKE OSSIG 

 
 I am Frauke Ossig, the MSF emergency coordinator for Poland and Lithuania. Although 

my home country is Germany, I have decided to stay in Poland and Lithuania so that I could lead 

my fellow doctors as I take care of  the innocent migrants who are stranded between the borders. 

 

The situation right now is becoming inhumane, since I believe as a doctor that all humans 

should be able to seek safety regardless of  their status. Hence, I am certain that if  the Polish 

government continue avoid the current situation, lives are going to be put at risk. I have already 

seen so many refugees and migrants coming into our camp with the majority of  them suffering 

from severe malnutrition and exhaustion. This is why it is so hard for me to understand why so 

many nations are simply arguing over this issue without making any visible actions while people 

are dying even right now. Thus, it was heart-breaking when I heard that the EU has chosen not 

to take in these poor people, even with the disagreement of  the Belarusian government. 

 

 What is even more serious is that some volunteers have been vilified and intimidated 

from further treating our patients, and we believe that the Polish are behind the scene, 

preventing us from providing support. 

 

 However, there is nothing much we can do. 

 

 As an international organization, we are highly concerned with current policies that 

inhibits our activity to save people. Yet, policies of  the EU that restrict us from practicing 

medical aid exists and sadly, we must follow the rules even though the continuation of  the 

border crisis will certainly result in more migrants and refugees being deprived of  any medical 

support. 

 

 We must now leave behind the patients due to policies and restrictions, but I believe that 

the Polish government has not taken their responsibility of  taking refugees and caring for them. 

Hoping that there would be no more gone in vain, I wish that the ICJ could make just 

recommendation regarding how Poland should deal with homeless refugees and migrants. 

 

 


